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Services for the Benefice of Harton

February 2013

Sunday 3rd February		Candlemass		2 Before Lent
10.30			   Benefice Eucharist		Howsham
Wednesday 6th February
10.00			   Holy Communion		Whitwell

Sunday 10th February					1 Before Lent
9.00				   Holy Communion		Crambe
10.30			   Holy Communion		Sand Hutton
Wednesday 13th February					Ash Wednesday
19.00			   Holy Communion		Flaxton

Sunday 17th February					Lent 1
10.30			    Benefice Eucharist		Gate Helmsley
Wednesday 20th February
10.00			    Holy Communion		Buttercrambe

Sunday 24th February 					Lent 2
9.00				    Holy Communion		Upper Helmsley
10.30			    Morning Prayer		Foston
Wednesday 27th February 
10.00			    Holy Communion		Bossall


March 2013

Sunday 3rd March						Lent 3
10.30			    Benefice Eucharist		Whitwell
Wednesday 6th March
10.00 			    Holy Communion		Buttercrambe

Sunday 10th March						Mothering Sunday
9.00				    Holy Communion		Bossall
10.30			    Family Service		Flaxton
Wednesday 13th March 
10.00			    Holy Communion		Howsham

Sunday 17th March 						Passion Sunday
10.30			Benefice Eucharist		Foston
Wednesday 20th March
10.00			Holy Communion		Gate Helmsley

Sunday 24th March						Palm Sunday
10.30			Benefice Eucharist		Upper Helmsley		
Wednesday 27th March
No service, replaced by Maundy Thursday service
Thursday 28th March						Maundy Thursday
19.00			Holy Communion		Foston
Friday 29th March 						Good Friday
14.00			An Hour at the Cross		Sand Hutton

PLEASE NOTE THE CLOCKS CHANGE THIS WEEKEND!
Sunday 31st March						Easter 
10.30			Benefice Eucharist		Sand Hutton
Wednesday 3rd April
10.00			Holy Communion		Flaxton


April 2013

Sunday 7th April						Easter 2
10.30			Benefice Eucharist		Crambe
Wednesday 10th April
10.00			Holy Communion		Buttercrambe

Sunday 14th April						Easter 3
9.00				Holy Communion		Foston
10.30			Morning Prayer			Gate Helmsley
Wednesday 17th April
10.00			Holy Communion		Whitwell

Sunday 21st April						Easter 4
10.30			Benefice Eucharist		Upper Helmsley
Wednesday	24th April
10.00			Holy Communion		Sand Hutton


Sunday 28th April						Easter 5
10.30			Holy Communion		Bossall
18.30			Evening Prayer			Howsham

May 2013

Wednesday 1st May
10.00			Holy Communion		Upper Helmsley

Sunday 5th May							Rogation Sunday
10.30			Benefice Eucharist		Gate Helmsley
				Flower Festival 
Wednesday 8th May
10.00			Holy Communion		Whitwell

Sunday 12th May						Easter 7
9.00 				Holy Communion		Bossall
10.30			Morning Prayer			Buttercrambe




Welcome to those newly baptised
17th November   			Nora Jane Calvert 		Upper Helmsley
15th December			Michael George Clarke	Crambe
30th December 			Lucas David Ivan Tute	Sand Hutton






Our condolences to the family and friends of

25th October		Gillian Shipley				Foston
4th November		Norah Harran				Gate Helmsley
22nd November 		George Snowdon			Foston
10th December		Valerie Thornber			Crambe

              

We commend them into God’s gracious keeping
LENT LUNCHES
12.30pm -2pm
You are warmly invited to come on

WEDNESDAY FEBRUARY 27th 
at Dick Garnons-Williams, Gate Helmsley.

TUESDAY MARCH 26th 
at Mike & Fiona le Masurier, Crambe





The charitable giving at each lunch will be going to

SASH (Safe and Sound Homes)
a charity organisation, working in York and across N. Yorkshire and East Riding, whose aims are to:
· Provide “Nightstop” – an emergency service that helps young people at a time of crisis.
· Run Supported Lodgings projects for young people who need somewhere long-term to stay while they learn the skills they need to live independently.
· Support young people to access education, training or employment and to gain the skills and self-confidence to move on to independent living.
· Work with our volunteers, local authorities and other organisations to make sure young people get help to resolve their problems.

SASH is based in York city centre, in a small office up 3 flights of steep stairs!
SASH: 	The Spurriergate Centre, Spurriergate, York YO1 9QR.
Tel: 01904 652043
www.sash-uk.org.uk
Registered Charity No: 10548

Farewell to Ivan……………………..

On Sunday December 30th at St Mary’s Church, Sand Hutton, Ivan, supported by Valerie and family members, conducted his first and last service of Holy Communion here in the newly formed Benefice of Harton.





The service included the Baptism of Ivan and Valerie’s latest grandchild, Lucas, who was not all that interested as he slept throughout! 

It was a happy and sad occasion, time to say 'Goodbye ', but we have much to be thankful for. Ivan has given much of himself - encouraging, supporting, ministering, much of his help and care being unseen.



Though Ivan and his family have not been with us long, his presence in the community will be missed. He goes with our best wishes for a steady return to good health and a happy retirement.












A Note from the Benefice Council
Reverend Ivan Howitt’s ministry as vicar of the Benefice of Harton came to an end with his retirement on 31st December. Ivan and Valerie have moved to Barton upon Humber, and we wish them well in their new home. Ivan led his final service at St Mary’s Church Sand Hutton on the morning of Sunday 30th December. This service combined a Benefice Eucharist with Ivan’s baptism of his third grandson, Lucas – a very happy event and a fitting final service. Ivan and Valerie were presented with parting gifts from all the local churches. 

So we are now well and truly in interregnum and working towards the recruitment of a new vicar. At the same time, we are moving gradually closer to the establishment of a Joint PCC. The final version of the Joint PCC scheme will hopefully be approved by the Archbishop’s Council at the end of January, subject to local confirmation at a special meeting which will be held before the next Benefice Council meeting. The special meeting will be at St Mary’s Church Gate Helmsley at 7.30 pm on Wednesday 6th February and is open to anyone on the churches’ electoral rolls.

Unfortunately, the Benefice of Harton is only one of three benefices in the Deanery of Southern Ryedale which are currently without a vicar. This means that a total of 24 churches are competing for the services of a pool of retired priests to conduct services. (This group includes Reverend Rachel Benson and Reverend Jeremy Valentine, who remain willing to give their time to this and other benefices). We need to take a very sensible approach to this situation, so as not to make excessive demands on a finite group of ministers – the retired priests and the members of our own Ministry Team, who have been working at full stretch for several months in the absence of a vicar.

To this end and in acknowledgement that the benefice functions as a single entity, the pattern of services during the interregnum will be:

· 1st, 3rd and 5th Sundays in the month	Benefice Eucharist 10.30 am
· 2nd and 4th Sundays in the month		Holy Communion 9.00 am
Another Service 10.30 am/6.30 pm

· Every Wednesday				Holy Communion 10.00 am
(Except at special festivals such as Ash Wednesday when there will be an evening service) 

While there are likely to be more non-Eucharistic services (such as Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer) over the coming months, there will always be two services of Holy Communion every week in the benefice, one on a Sunday and the other on a Wednesday. Services will be spread as evenly as possible across the parishes, ensuring that each church has at least one service every month, either on a Sunday or a Wednesday.

This pattern of services has been agreed by members of the Ministry Team. The Rural Dean, Reverend Peter Bowes, supports this approach as a practical means of sustainability in the present difficult situation.

As parishioners of a single benefice, we all have a crucial part to play in keeping things going. We must develop a new way of thinking, and be willing, as our ministers and many parishioners already are, to travel a bit further than our own local church for services. In this, I echo the views of our Reader, Tony Hewitt, expressed in another part of this Circular (and previously expressed in 2008!). There is always someone willing to help with transport if you find it difficult to get to the more distant services. If you need a lift to church, and are unable to get one from a neighbour, please contact me in advance on 01759 372215 and I will do my best to help you.

Delyth Harran











“WE’RE ALL IN THIS TOGETHER”
The February/March 2008 circular carried an article entitled “Thoughts for the Future”, my reflections on the interregnum shortly to begin. Now, sadly soon, the next interregnum has just started, and I am prompted to visit the same territory again, to comment on one feature where encouraging progress has been made, and to consider another where disappointingly little seems to have changed.

Without doubt, the most heartening advance has been the completion of the tortuous process whereby the eight parishes have become a single benefice. (Howsham and Buttercrambe are chapels of ease within the parish of Bossall; last time I wrongly referred to ten parishes). Long-standing loyalties still have a prominent place, for some matters are expressly reserved to parishes; in other areas where economies of scale have already led to increased co-operation on a voluntary basis, responsibility has officially passed to the Benefice Council. Wonderful and strange can be the ways of the Church of England, and trying to adapt them when circumstances alter can test powers of endurance; in the present case, persistence has been rewarded.

Perhaps nothing better demonstrated that steady determination than the welcome for the benefice’s new name – and signals can be powerful. Harton is the community nearest to the centre of the benefice (if such an asymmetrical shape can have a centre) and does not have its own church building. A phrase that has recently gained wide currency in another connection can usefully be borrowed: “We’re all in this together”. 

Now to the second point. In the circumstances of a rural multi-parish benefice, regular weekly worship is only possible through the acceptance that one’s church on a particular Sunday will be one where there is a service. The days when country incumbents were responsible for a single church are long past, and it has come to be taken for granted that they will travel between villages. For the laity, the consequence is that they too should be ready to move around. Just as they will be glad to see people from the other churches in their congregation, so they can expect to be welcomed in return. If the action is not two-way, everybody loses.

As was stressed before, assistance with transport will be essential for some. My plea to car owners is to take the initiative of offering lifts, and to those needing that help not to be shy of asking for it.

Tony Hewitt 

WWW.              Church and Benefice websites       

The Church of England hosts a website called “A Church Near You”. 
This has information about some 16,500 churches in England and is freely available to anyone with internet access.

The website address is: www.achurchnearyou.com which takes you to the home page.  From there you can search for a church by place name or postcode.

Once you know the web address of your own church, you can save the link and go there directly next time.  The format for individual churches is fairly predictable – for example:
www.achurchnearyou.com/gate-helmsley-st-mary goes straight to the website for St Mary’s Gate Helmsley.  Note that there is a hyphen between each word and there are no other punctuations (/gate-helmsley-st-mary’s will not work).

Each church site has a number of tabs at the top of the page:

	About Us		Some general information about the church

	Find Us		A map showing church location and parish boundaries

Contact Us	Contact details (e.g.: Churchwardens; PCC secretary)
			Also a link to allow incoming e-mails to be forwarded to 
			the parish contact.

	Services		At certain times an extra tab will be shown so that (say)
	& events		Christmas services are given their own section

	Features		Standard icons show facilities such as parking, disabled
	& facilities	access, toilets, organ, stained glass, whether the building 
			is listed.

A photograph can appear on the home page and on the right of the screen is a link to a photo gallery – to which further photographs of the church buildings and/or people can be added.  There are also links to each of the other churches in the group and to: 

www.sandhuttongroup.org.uk - the Benefice website (at the moment, this is still titled “The Sand Hutton Group”).   
You can also type www.sandhuttongroup.org.uk directly into your browser. 
This website is separate from the individual church sites in “A Church Near You” – but includes links to all of our churches.

It is potentially a powerful tool.  As well as informing people about our individual churches, it can provide contacts for arranging weddings and baptisms, a list of services across the Benefice and access to the Circular – which can be read or downloaded in full from a link on the site.  A daily scripture reading is automatically included (but can be altered).  There are many other possible applications.

Some general points

The internet is part of life for millions now.  A website can be a very useful way of telling people where we are, who we are and what goes on in our churches and in the Benefice.

However, the only thing worse than not having a website is having one that is not kept up to date.  A site that is outdated or inaccurate speaks of apathy.

Keeping the information on a website current, accurate and interesting is extremely challenging.  It means adding new events, removing (or archiving) outdated information and correcting errors frequently.  It is important to be sensitive to issues such as confidentiality, consent and data protection.

For all the sites, changes can only be made by someone with “administrator” rights.  These were previously assigned to the Vicar.  So that some errors could be corrected and that the schedule of services can be uploaded, administrator rights to the Benefice website (and to St Mary’s Gate Helmsley site) have, for now, been transferred to Michael Harran.  Fiona Le Masurier has administrator rights to St Michael’s Crambe site.

Please look at the websites and think about how they can best be used to help reach out to our local communities and those further afield.  What does your church website tell visitors about your church community?

If anyone has difficulty accessing the websites, would like help to do so, or has questions after looking at the sites, then I am happy to help. 
The Benefice Council will be discussing the matter in the coming months.
Michael Harran (mj@mharran.freeserve.co.uk / 01759 372215)



GATE & UPPER HELMSLEY VILLAGE HALL 
SATURDAY 16 FEBRUARY


music by NORTHERN ROCK
7.30 pm – 11.30 pm
2 COURSE SUPPER
Please bring your own drinks – glasses will be provided
TICKETS £10 AVAILABLE FROM
Debbie 01759 372558     Lorraine 01759 373052     Mandy 01759 371148
PARKING IN THE VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK






GREEN FINGERTIPS GARDENING CLUB
The Gardening Club of Claxton and Sand Hutton

WINTER PROGRAMME FOR 2013

February 7th – Graham Relton
A Film Show from the Yorkshire Film Archive
Following the popularity of Graham’s previous memorable visits, he has agreed to return to entertain us with archival film on a horticultural theme. This promises to be an evening of nostalgia and amusement. Just as in the old days, ice cream will be served during the interval!

March 7th – Tony Cleaver
Hidden Gardens of The North
Members will no doubt remember Tony’s fascinating photographs of gardens in London which he presented several years ago. Tonight he will reveal the hidden gems of gardens in Cheshire, Durham, Lancashire, Northumberland and, of course, Yorkshire.

April 4th – Pam Towler
The History of Plants used in Medicine
This evening we will discover the secrets and origins of medicine derived from plants. Pam will share her wealth of knowledge of chemistry and pharmacy on this fascinating topic in an illustrated talk.


All talks will be given in the Village Hall of Claxton and Sand Hutton,
starting at 7.30 pm.

Visitors will be made very welcome at the small charge 
of £3 per evening. Please book in advance.

Become a member at an annual cost of only £10 to enjoy a year of events and visits in addition to receiving a 10% discount at six local gardening centres. For further information contact Jane Nicoll on 01653 619149




New ‘Knit and Natter’ Group at Sand Hutton and Claxton

meet in the village hall, 10.00 a.m. to 12.00 on the first Monday of the month (the same time as the Community Library).

Knitters, and indeed natterers of all levels of expertise are welcome to join in sharing skills and ideas over a cuppa, a ball of yarn and a pair of needles. If you haven’t any knitting on the go, come along anyway. Simple knitting is provided; the nattering is up to you.

The group is hosted by Rachel Hirst, who will bring something of interest to knitters to open up the chat each month. Knitters are welcome to join in and bring their own contributions. Rachel is a member of the U.K. Hand Knitting Association. This aims to promote hand knitting in the community and schools. 
For loads more exciting information,
take a look on the UKHA website www.ukhandknitting.com

Can’t knit?  Forgotten how?  As rusty as your needles?

Rachel will be very happy to teach you the basics in your own home in exchange for a mug of coffee. Materials are provided, and she will make sure you have something to bring with you to the group. Tuition usually takes about 1 hour.
There is no charge for the meeting or tuition
so how can you resist?

For more information, or to book a free lesson
phone Rachel on 01904 468336.

Sand Hutton and Claxton Village Hall
Events in 2013
Saturday 20 April		Saturday Social 
Sunday 19 May	“Lights Out Land Girls”  A sequel to the Badapple Theatre company’s hit “Back to the Land Girls”, in which the Land Girls cope with the ending of the war 
Friday 31 May		Asparagus Supper 
Saturday 7 September	Annual Village Show
Friday 18 October		Harvest Supper
November (dtba)		Wine Tasting
Watch for further details on notice boards, emails, and our website www.claxton-sandhutton.org.uk/ where you’ll also find information on all the regular events at the Hall, or ring Caroline Hall 468376

________________________________________________________________________________

Gate and Upper Helmsley
and Scoreby Village Hall

Gate and Upper Helmsley and Scoreby Village Hall Committee held their AGM on Monday 11 December 2012 when our treasurer resigned from office after three years on the committee. 

Chris has kindly offered to stay on and do the work however until we can find another volunteer. 

We do need more committee members, so if anyone would be prepared to join the committee please ring Lorraine (01759 373052) or Charlie (01759 371148) and if they would like to take on the role of treasurer, even better.


Around the Parishes……………………………


News views and information from:

BOSSALL

Not much of an individual nature to report for this edition but in the lead up to Christmas we had the Sand Hutton Church School Harvest Festival service which was well attended and enjoyed.

This was followed by the Christmas Eve Service where the numbers were somewhat down on previous years but approximated to some 80 and the collection enabled us to send £150 to each of the chosen charities one of which was the Ryedale Special Families from whom we have received a very pleasant letter of thanks.

Overall visitor numbers – or those who signed the Book - for 2012 were 214 – a pleasing sign of continued interest in our lovely and historical church.

Many such visitors are interested in the churchyard flowers because of the designation as a Site of Special Scientific Interest and do present an interesting mixture, details of which are listed among the papers in the church. Re the churchyard we are arranging a tree /bush ‘lopping’ which will tidy up the approach from the north and allow a more orderly development of the boundary trees.

Lastly a reminder that the AGM of Bossall with Buttercrambe and Howsham PCC will take place at the Old Vicarage at 7-0 p.m. on Mon. 18th March

CLAXTON
Carol Singing in Claxton
Many thanks to all the enthusiastic adults and children who turned out to sing carols around Claxton before Christmas and grateful thanks to all those who kindly gave a donation. We raised the sum of £225.38 for Macmillan Cancer Support which was a wonderful achievement.


CRAMBE 

Looking back I see that the most significant aspect of the October notes was rain. Well ‘plus ça change’, and the ensuing four months have been equally, if not more soggy. I won’t bang on about the weather but dog walking, running, riding or any other activity that takes one off the tarmac, has resulted in wading through ankle deep glutinous mud, not much fun!

We were fortunate to host the Remembrance Day service this year. Initially it looked as if we would be without a trumpeter to sound the Last Post and reveille, as Robin who has played so well over the years is now away at university. A brief panic was followed by inspiration – a call to the musical family Widdicombe.							Charlie Widdicombe

Rebecca answered: ‘Can I speak to Charlie?’ I said
‘No, he’s in Singapore!’  However a few emails later and the day was saved, Charlie returned in time from a tour in Asia with The National Youth Orchestra and played brilliantly for us. Well done and many thanks Charlie. Charlie’s performance received many appreciative comments from the large congregation and later at the Claxton war memorial.

On November 22nd an evening meeting was held in St Michael’s for the village and all those interested, to consider possible ways forward for our church. Like so many country churches we lead a hand to mouth existence, and as has happened so often in the 1000 year life of St Michael’s we have to consider how to adapt to the changing world. Fiona, and Dominic our church architect spoke, questions were raised, some were answered, dilemmas were created. 

Overall it was accepted that some form of change was essential if we were to meet the needs of the both the church and the community in the 21st century. As a result a committee has been formed to look in depth at all the ideas and proposals with a view to coming up with a draft project plan. More members of the committee are needed from both community and church, anyone can join, being a member of this parish or a churchgoer is not necessary we just need people who are keen so see this historic building remain a vibrant part of the community and the benefice as a whole. If anyone is interested please contact Fiona:  01653 619368 or via email.

FLAXTON

Last year I wrote about celebrating Christmas at Cape Point, South Africa. We sought the sunshine again this year and had a week’s holiday on the island of St.Lucia in the West Indies. We stayed on a plantation in the South now run as a restaurant and guest rooms, in a building previously used to dry cocoa beans. A couple more bedrooms along the path were converted from a barn where coconuts were processed. On Christmas Eve a dozen or so of us were served rum punch under the stars overlooking the bay, and a delicious meal of lobster soup, crab-cakes, lamb and dark Christmas cake, accompanied by a wonderfully musical steel band, including a memorable ‘Infant Holy’.

On Christmas morning we went to Mass in a large church in the local town of Soufriere, with lots of carols introduced by funky rhythms on the keyboard ensuring good singing. As people went for communion we couldn’t resist admiring Sunday best clothes – lots of hats, gorgeous bright dresses and hair ribbons in the girls’ braids. Later we swam in the infinity pool looking out at the Piton mountains and rain-forest. The plantation owners served an early evening buffet dinner to guests, staff and friends. Instead of charging, we were invited to leave a donation to support a local children’s’ charity. Boxing Day was spent on the beach where we snorkelled to watch masses of colourful fish.

Meanwhile at Flaxton Church … over to Hazel …our Christmas started with a performance of a Nativity play by the Sunday School children and some younger children recruited for the occasion, led by Ida Terry.  This was followed by a collection of gifts of toys for the Salvation Army.  The Flaxton Singers sang beautifully at the Carol Service, including several carols arranged by Dick Blackford and the Hallelujah chorus, and everyone enjoyed the mulled wine and mince pies afterwards.  Helen Gillie led carol-singing round the village but the carol-singers could only manage one evening as it was so wet.  Despite this a good sum was raised for Shelter.  Then on Christmas Day Paul Condor took a family communion service and gave an enlightening sermon. 


FOSTON
Our Christmas Coffee Morning on December 1st, which extended into lunch was very well supported. We served among other delicacies hot pork sandwiches with apple sauce and a variety of delicious cakes which nobody could resist. The raffle and the tombola were very tempting too and we raised £360 for church funds.

The Over Sixty lunch is becoming very popular.   It took place on December 9th, and 25 people sat down in the nicely decorated Village Hall to a beautifully cooked three course lunch. Sadly a number of parishioners were not well enough to attend and had their lunch served in their own homes.

All Saint's is warm again!  Two magnificent gas heaters have been installed to replace the very old ones; these have been paid for by Foston Church Sydney Smith Trust.

Carol Service and Crib Service were both well attended and our thanks go to Sister Margaret Ann for kindly turning out at night and taking them so beautifully.

Gravestones K.M .Ledgeway Monumental Mason has agreed to upright 14 flattened headstones. We look forward to seeing our lovely graveyard in good order again.  Those who do the mowing will rejoice as they will have a much easier job. The Foston Church Sydney Smith Trust will again help out with the bill. We were sad to say goodbye to one of our respected parishioners Cyril Watson who died last year.


GATE HELMSLEY

Christmas Fayre
Thank you to all those who contributed in any way to the very successful Christmas Fayre held at Orchard House on Saturday 1st December. Sales from our usual stalls – cakes, Christmas gifts, raffle and tombola – resulted in our raising £770 for church funds.

Fund-raising lunch
As this edition of the Circular goes to press, we are preparing for a parish lunch to be held at Orchard House on Sunday 27th January. Reporting on this event will have to await the next edition, but we are looking forward to a jolly afternoon of good food and good company.

Village Christmas celebrations
We were very pleased that the Gate and Upper Helmsley village Christmas celebration on Saturday 15th December opened with a session of carol singing in St Mary’s Church. It was pleasure to see such a full church, with people of all ages in wonderful voice. We nearly lifted the rafters! Our thanks to Michael Harran for organising the event and accompanying the singers on the church organ. The celebrations continued at the Duke of York for the rest of the day, thanks to Dee Hillier and her staff. We hope to be able to hold similar events in the future that involve the whole village.

Christmas Morning
We were privileged to have the Reverend Brian Harris from Rawcliffe, York as our visiting priest to lead the Family Communion service on Christmas morning. The church was full and we were pleased to welcome so many visitors and their families. Children from the age of 1 to 80+ were happy to join in the actions for the story of the innkeeper. Many stayed at the end of the service for a chat, cuppa and mince pie.

PCC The Annual Meeting of the PCC will be held on Tuesday 23rd April at 7.30 pm at Fox Farm.

“Pipe Up !” 
St Mary’s, Gate Helmsley Centenary Organ Restoration Fund

The Organ Restoration Fund now exceeds £8,000 with over £600 to be added to this when Gift Aid is recovered in due course.  Our thanks to all who helped make 2012 a very successful year.

We are now preparing to apply to various bodies that might award grants to support the restoration.  

Given the number of other events and activities leading up to Christmas, we have taken a pause since the hugely enjoyable Waits evening in September.  However, this year – 2013 – marks the actual Centenary of the organ installation, so we hope to have some interesting musical events, though dates are yet to be confirmed.  Look out for details in due course.

We will be having a Flower Festival in the church over the early May bank holiday weekend (3-5 May) with a preview evening on Friday 3 May.

The need for restoration of the organ is becoming increasingly apparent – with some rather hairy moments over this year and we have been grateful for the attention of Geoffrey Coffin and his team at Principal Pipe Organs who have turned out at short notice more than once to keep the instrument playable! 

Don’t forget that you can sponsor organ pipes.  What better way to make a dedication to someone special that will last for at least another 100 years?  Sponsorship forms and information about the organ are available from Michael Harran (01759 372215).

Thank you again for your support.


HOWSHAM

We had an excellent Cake Stall & Raffle at York Auction Centre Christmas Fat stock Show.

Rachel Baker led our well attended Carol Service before Christmas which was followed by refreshments at the Great Barn.

Our boundary wall has been beautifully restored by Messrs Carr Builders from Barton-le-Willows. An efficient and skilful service.

We are delighted that two Howsham couples have chosen St John’s for their weddings this year:- Stephanie Fountain and Richard Schumacher on January 5th and Vanessa Fox & Tom Stephenson on February 2nd. Fortunately Jeremy Valentine was available to officiate at both services and we wish both couples every happiness.

SAND HUTTON

Gift Day 22nd September.  This appeal to our local parish community raised a sum of £802, which will increase further by Gift Aid tax claims, towards the running of the church, for which we sincerely thank all who contributed. It may be a surprise to know and appreciate that the average weekly cost of maintaining the church building, utilities, expenses, administration, services, Diocese parish share, etc. exceeds  £300, hence our sincere appreciation for this considerable financial assistance. Also we thank all those helping on the day with refreshments, stall manning and in particular to Paul and Louise Coulter for the plant contribution.

Benefice Carol Service.  Christmas began for us at St Mary's with an inspirational service of carols, readings and organ recital with Amici, to whom we are most grateful for their contribution.

Gifts for Christmas.  This event, a firm favourite in our church calendar, generated a good attendance for the purchase of produce, books, gifts and refreshments from the many stalls culminating in a sum of over £1780 towards the eventual restoration of the church tower. Special thanks is afforded to efficient organisation of Anne White, Rosie Miers and Margaret Silver with their team of helpers enabling all the arrangements necessary to provide and setting up for stall holders, contributors, car parking, refreshments and ensuring a warm welcome to visitors.

Christingle Christmas Eve. We were overflowing with support for this special service by so many families, young people and visitors, some from afar. Together we shared the events of that first Christmas night in Bethlehem with the Blessing of the Crib followed by The Nativity in the form of a story of 'Jesus's Christmas Party'. Thanks to Alex Fielding - the innkeeper - whose snoring in bed was a great source of entertainment! The children who took part, without rehearsing, did so well - Thank you! (not forgetting all those who contributed behind the scenes).

Also many thanks to the local group 'Women in Harmony' who sang a new rendering of Away in a Manger during the Blessing of the Crib and to Alex Field and Mary Wheldon for playing their flutes so beautifully.
The collection amounted to £229 for the Church of England Children's Society, who seek to help and support vulnerable and needy children in our own country.

Flooding: The incidents of flooding along Main Street Claxton have continued with recent spells of prolonged rainfall, when the adjacent fields etc. are unable to absorb further surface water, causing difficulties particularly for footpath users as the excess water exceeds the capacity of the drainage system. The 'wash' effect of passing road vehicles is also not helping. However we are appreciative of the continuing efforts of our elected Parish Councillors who are working with the authorities concerned to achieve a solution on our behalf. Thank you all.





 The inhabitants of Claxton 
          are also working on their 
          own solution to the problem	









UPPER HELMSLEY

We are very pleased to welcome Nora Jane Calvert after she was baptised on 17 November 2012. Her parents Andrew and Jane were married at St. Peter’s Upper Helmsley and their children Charlotte and Edgar were christened at the church as well.



WHITWELL

Thank you to everyone who gives their continued support and spare time towards cleaning the village church and providing flower arrangements. 
There is a new flower and cleaning rota which can be found at the back of the church.
If anyone not already on the rota would be interested in helping 
please telephone Anthea Mitchell 01653 618514.

Midnight Service:  The candle-lit church looked vibrant and it was lovely to see around 50 people in the congregation at St John's on Christmas Eve. Many thanks to Rev. Michael Sinclair for the lovely service and to Daniel for playing the organ.  Celia Boddy did a reading along with Rev Michael.  The church had been decorated by Janie Bell and Anthea Mitchell.  Before the service, villagers, family and friends socialised whilst enjoying refreshments. Thank you to David Brotherton for once again providing the church with the Christmas tree which was decorated by Katie Mitchell. 

Churchyard: We would like to thank Michael for his many hours of hard work and dedication keeping Whitwell church yard looking so nice.  The graveyard always looks neat and tidy and it is appreciated by so many people 
who visit the church yard and church.  Thank you.




News from our schools……………………


SAND HUTTON CE (VC) 
PRIMARY SCHOOL

The New Year at Sand Hutton started with a bang as Ofsted arrived in the first week back! As ever, we were very proud of the children as they lived up to our motto of being the ‘best they could be’. The school was judged as GOOD, the final report is available on both the Ofsted and school websites. A big thank you to all the staff and governors for their hard work, also to our very supportive parents who make such a difference.  The school website was praised for being so attractive and informative which is deserved acknowledgement for the hard work of parents Martin Wheldon and Andrew Fawcett and staff members for Mrs Thornton and Mrs Wilson who keep it up-to-date.

OUT AND ABOUT
The cold, snowy weather did not prevent us continuing to get out and about as much as possible. Class 3 had a morning at the water treatment works in Headingley before moving on for the afternoon to the dirty water plant at Esholt. It was truly fascinating seeing how we are supplied with fresh clean water and just how much we take it for granted. 

Class 1 have been helping improve the school grounds by planting lots of trees donated by the Woodland Trust. They have named the copse ‘Sandy Wood’. They were helped by an enthusiastic group of grandparents and parents who joined in a celebratory Tree Party when the work was done! They continued to help wildlife by making their own bird feeders which were very well used in the snowy weather. 

Class 2 are looking forward to visiting the museum in Harrogate where they are able to find out about the Egyptians, including the more gruesome aspects of mummification! All good fun

PRE SCHOOL SESSIONS
We continue to have pre-school sessions every Thursday afternoons from 
1.30 pm – 3.00 pm. Mums, dads or grandparents can bring along toddlers and pre-school children to enjoy an afternoon with other children and Mrs Jagger, our experienced Teaching Assistant. We have found these sessions really help with starting school as the children get to know us and feel very happy within the school environment. 


REVD. IVAN HOWITT
Everyone at Sand Hutton CE Primary would like to send our love and very best wishes to Revd. Ivan Howitt. We will miss his visits into school and the care and support he gave to children and staff.












FOSTON CE VC PRIMARY SCHOOL

Happy new year from everyone at Foston CE Primary School.

A huge thank you to everyone who organised and helped to run the St Crux fund raising event on 22nd December, which raised about £250 for school funds.

Thank you to the Foston and Thornton Le Clay local history group, who organised a local history drop in day at the village hall. Key stage 2 pupils Lucy and Philippa were responsible for presenting some of the school records, which dated back to the 1870’s.

Well done to all pupils who performed brilliantly in the whole school nativity play ‘Are We Nearly There Yet’.

This term Key Stage 2 topics will include The Romans in Britain and Key Stage 1 and Early Years will be working on geography projects on the UK and other countries. This will include an Australian day on 29th January.

Well done to Lucy Young, who has continued to represent Foston CE School as a Sports Ambassador, developing her leadership skills and helping to organise sports events in the local area.





Being a School Governor…………

by Wendy Holman

As well as being churchwarden at Flaxton, I am one of the governors of Foston School representing the foundation of its Church of England status. I live very close to this delightful school in Thornton le Clay.

Throughout my life I have always had contact with primary schools; I was a teacher (Infants) in many, and a parent governor for eight years when my children were young pupils. Recently I worked in Foston School for three years as a teaching assistant, supporting a girl with learning difficulties.
Wendy Holman

I’m old enough to have seen many learning theories – phonics, ‘free’ play, times tables – go full circle; and many initiatives at national level about inspection, assessment and curriculum. Foston School has faced all these challenges, but never loses sight of each child as a unique individual to be nurtured and encouraged. 

I spend one morning each week in school, starting with assembly and then mainly listening to some fantastic reading. I am always welcome and feel that I am known by all at the school; we very much aim to support one another.

Governors meet together each term to discuss running matters such as finance and progress of staff and pupils, and we review policies about the various school subjects taught as well as behaviour, buildings and safety.
As the school is small, each of us is on at least one sub-committee such as health and safety, finance, curriculum or pupil discipline; these groups meet termly also. We all value some training regularly too, and I recently spent an evening at Diocesan House that helped us focus on how well the Christian character of the school meets the needs of all learners.
I sometimes feel that it is challenging to keep up with the reading of documents about inspection and other aspects of education, but I value being part of the school and community in this way, now that I’m long since retired from the classroom.
……..and  some interesting biblical facts as they were ‘wrote’ by children :

In the first book of the bible, guinessis. God got tired of creating the world so he took the Sabbath off.

Adam and Eve were created from an apple tree. Noah’s wife was Joan of Ark. Noah built and ark and the animals came on in pears.
Lot’s wife was a pillar of salt during the day but a ball of fire during the night

Sampson was a strong man who let himself be led astray by a Jezebel like Delilah.

Samson slayed the philistines with the axe of the apostles.

Moses led the Jews to the red Sea where they made unleavened bread which is bread without any ingredients.
The Egyptians were all drowned in the dessert, afterwards, Moses went up to Mount Cyanide to get the ten commandments
_____________________________________________________________

Sunday Lunch at the Podmores
at Fox Farm

Sunday May 19th

Tickets £15 (bring your own drinks!)

Please contact Anne Tel: 01759 372320
As numbers are limited early booking is advised

(Anne regrets that this will be the last of her fundraising Sunday lunches)
All proceeds to St Mary’s Church, Gate Helmsley
____________________________________________________________

Claxton & Sand Hutton Parish Council Spring Social
[bookmark: _GoBack]Join us on Saturday April 20th for a cup of coffee and a piece of cake. There will be local products to buy, delicious award-winning pork pies, craft items and seasonal plants.
Special presentation on Neighbourhood Watch.
For details or to book a stall, contact Caroline Hall (468376) or Angela Steele (468396)

 (
Flooding
 - 
We now have it confirmed that 2012 was a record year for rainfall - the result has been al
l too obvious locally and we
 empathise with those farmers, villagers and motorists 
who have been directly affected
.
Your Parish Councillors have been working to understand the problems and to ask (and try to co
-
ordinate) the various a
gencies to deal with the issues
. We have met with Yorkshire Water, Highways and NYCC and have been asked to supply photographs and information to t
heir Flood Risk Management team
.
 
We would like to thank those who have already contributed to identifying / alleviating problems locally but 
everyone can help
 
by clearing and maintaining ditches, drain
s
, gullies and pond overflows etc. There is advice on the Environment 
Agency 
website
 
www.environment-agency.gov.uk
, 
particularly
 the information leaflet
 "Living
 on the E
dge"  (paper copies will be available
 
from your Parish Council).   
Previous minutes and further information can be found at 
www.claxton-sandhutton.org.uk 
)











YOUR LOCAL ENERGY SPECIALIST



         For: Photovoltaic solar panels
                                         Log burners
             Chimney lining and restoration
                                       Heat pumps
			       Biomass boilers

For a personal service on all energy concerns

Call Matthew Miers
Mobile: 07950 041665

www.yorkshireenergysolutions.co.uk
matthew@yorkshireenergysolutions.co.uk



   Items for
‘The Circular’

 Copy deadline for the next edition April 18th 2013

This will cover May June and July

Unfortunately it may not be possible to include
anything received after the deadline.


Contacts for The Harton Benefice during the Interregnum
 
Members of the Ministry Team are the first points of contact as follows: 

   Parish Sister:		Sister Margaret Ann CSPH		01904 468253
   Reader:			Mr Tony Hewitt				01904 632684
   Lay Pastor:		Mrs Rachel Baker			01904 468809

also available for contact:
Lay Chairman, Benefice Council
Delyth Harran	01759 372215

For specific issues to do with occasional offices contact should be made as follows:
   Funerals			Sister Margaret Ann CSPH		01904 468253
   Marriages		Mrs Rachel Baker			01904 468809
   Baptisms			Delyth Harran				01759 372215

For routine enquiries, The Rural Dean, Reverend Dr Peter Bowes, can be contacted through Delyth Harran, or through the members of the Ministry Team.
Editor
   Fiona Le Masurier
       Crambe House, Crambe, York YO60 7JR
        Tel: 01653 619368	email: churchmouse@yorlocal.com

The Circular printing group members
       Rachel Baker 01904 468809    Michael Harran 01759 372215
Peter Stott 01904 468404 
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Now that$ just showing off...
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AN
“I'm trying to back it up, but I can't find reverse.”
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St Michael’s Church

100 CLUB

3 prizes to be won every month

except in December when it

h of
S will be a bumper!

£30  £20 [£15 | f £100  £50 £30
ot d

Colad

Help us to raise funds to adapt the church to carry it forward into the 21st century
ensuring it remains a vibrant centre for both church and community

Subscription 1s £24 for the year. Application forms available from Fiona
email: churchmouse@yorlocal.com Tel: 01653 619368
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In aid of Buttercrambe Church
at

Aldby Park,
Buttercrambe

March 24th 2013
6.30 p.m. for 7.0 p.m.

A Musical Concert

An evening of music from the shows and light classical music
with a finger buffet and first glass of wine included.

Tickets £15

From: Ray Barry, The Croft, Long Lane, Laytham York YO42 4PW
Tel: 01757 288278 email: ray@jobarrytextile.co.uk
Please send cheque with ticket order.
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All Saints Church, Foston

Calling all Bridge players.’

BRIDGE EVENING

Last year 60 people enjoyed a very successful Bridge Evening
with supper in aid of church funds at the Village Hall in Thornton - le - Clay.

‘We have been asked by many players to repeat this event
a similar evening is planned in April.

(the date has not been decided yet)
if you are interested please contact Sylvie Diggle

via email: pjdiggle(@aol.com or tel: 01653 618334

we will send you an invitation with all particulars.
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St Michael’s Church Crambe
COFFEE MORNING

Samrday Apri[ 13th

1030 -12 hoon at

Barton [e Willows Vi"age Hall
TOMBOLA entrance £2 children ﬁ'ee
includes vgc}eslnmenﬁ
AND MORE! C OME AND JOIN US!
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N.B. PLEASE NOTE CHANGE OF DATE
St Mary’s Church, Sand Hutten

Tower Appeal

Follk evening
Saturday May 18th
at 715 P

Featuring
The Foresters
At Gate Helmsley Village Hall

Pie and pea supper plus selection of desserts
Raffle, Auction of promises, bar
Tickets £10

Available from: Rachel Baker: 01904 468809
Ellen Stott: 01904 469404  Brian Atkinson: 10904 468226
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Claxton and Sand Hutton Paris h Council   Dates for your diary   Next meetings: -   11th February, 11th March and 8th April 2013   Spring Saturday Social   on 20 th April 2013  -   chat, cakes, coffee,   spring flowers, news, local groups and local produce    
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Bryan Mills Funeral Directors
Life President: Bryan Mills

PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLANS AVAILABLE
A PERSONAL CARING SERVICE

Modern Hearse and Limousines
Private Chapels
Day and Night Service

Milistone Cottage
2 Church Road
Stamford bridge
York YO41 1AA

Tel: 01759 373015
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STATION HOUSE VETS
Equine & Small Animal

RCVS

ACCREDITED
PRACTICE

Expect the best care
everytime

01653 618303

24 hour emergency
Just off the A64 in Welburn near Castle Howard

www.stationhousevets.com
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DOG TRAINING CLASSES
run by

Dawn Ash BSC (Hons) ABT

Dog trainer and behaviourist

enrolling now
at Barton Le Willows village hall
various evenings
6 week courses
small friendly classes in a safe environment suitable for all

Prior to commencement I do a house visit so we can cover your,
and your dogs needs. This has proven very successful with clients
and their dogs enabling you to get the full benefit of class time

For more information please contact Dawn
Tel: 07727 603 806 email: dawnash56@googlemail.com
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Prospect House Residential Care Home
Gate Helmsley

Individual care for the older person
in our small friendly care home

exclusive en-suite rooms for all residents
Contact Debra on o1759 373796





image35.jpeg
BED AND BREAKFAST

| ORCHARD ROSE COTTAGE
HARTON
YORK YO60 7NP

beautiful rural location
dog friendly

Vi

contact: Janet Botterill
Tel: 01904 468 323
Mobile 07803 601 161
email: visit
Jjanet botterill@googlemail.com www.accommodation-yorkshire.com

Harton is only 8 miles east of York, 1 mile from the A64
close to Castle Howard, the East coast, and many more beautiful locations
well behaved dogs welcome!
evening meals by arrangement
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Flaxton Village Nursery

Give your child the best possible start in life

- , " For details contact Mrs J Connor
REGISTERED FOR - [» Tel: 01904 468888 Daytime
FULL DAY CARE ¢ ; . Email: flaxtonnursery @tiscali.co.uk

4 Website:
Birth -5 years www flaxtonnursery wetpaint.com

Draft Farm, Flaxton
York YO60 7QP

Open 8a.m.—6 p.m.
OFSTED Inspected
+ Funding available for 3 & 4 year olds
+ Extensive outdoor play areas
+ Separate baby, toddler, pre-school rooms
+ Located in a small village just of A64 between York and Malton3 miles from Strensall

You may have to work in the city or on an industrial site but for the
well-being of your child, a few extra miles means a pollution free environment.

If you are looking for a special nursery, please come and visit us
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Wood Cottage Thornton le Clay

A luxuriously renovated cottage in the centre of a peaceful village
two double bedrooms, large living area, large grassy garden.
Excellent holiday accommodation for a family or small group of friends.
for more details and interior views
see http://woodcottage.wordpress.com

email: woodcottagel@gmail.com. Tel: 01653 618886
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THE WHITE SWAN INN
FREE HOUSE
THORNTON LE CLAY

01653 618 286

Traditional pub serving fresh food
Real ales
Landscaped gardens
Pretty dining terrace

A warm welcome awaits you
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IAN WALTERS LTD
DAIRYMAN & NEWSAGENT

FRESH BRITISH MILK
DAIRY PRODUCTS
FRESH EGGS
ALL DAILY NEWSPAPERS

DELIVERED TO YOUR DOOR

TEL: 01904 468281
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RYEDALE PHYSIOTHERAPY
Ed Jowitt LCSP (phys)

Don’t put up with back pain!
Physiotherapy can help with

BAcK PAIN
NEck aND S;IOULDER PAIN
HEAI;A
SPORTS .nuumss
MuscLE or J(;INT PROBLEMS
ARTHRITIS Alll; RHEUMATISM
Established 1996
18A THE MARKET PLACE

MALTON
TEL: 01653 690808
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fionawoolons _ &

Physiotherapy
with
acupuncture treatment
also available

recognised by
private health companies

for friendly advice and an appointment

tel: 07951 137 814
online at www.flonawoollons.com
email:fiona@fionawoollons.com

Fiona Woollons MCSP HPC AACP
Foston House, Foston, York, YO60 7QG
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Graham Hill

Painter & Decorator

The Byre
Field House Farm
Thornton-le-Clay
York YO60 7QA

Tel: 01904 468773

Over 25 years experience
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WANTED
HOUSE TO BUY

anything considered
any condition

family is relocating

please contact
Richard Tel: 07979 858925
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CALL 4 KELL!

Harton based
Handyman

Need a hand?
in the home or garden

Building repairs
Home maintenance
Plastering
Hedge trimming

NO JOBTOO SMALL
CALL 4 KELL

Tel: 0740 746 5200
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Appliance Care
JOHN
WILLIAMSON

Tel: 01347 878190

Repairs to
Washing Machines
Dryers
Electric Cookers
and Refrigeration
Prompt & friendly.

NO CALL OUT CHARGE
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CAXZS JOR ALL OCCASTONS

Delicious homemade cakes whatever the occasion!

¢ if you would (ike a fantastic cake for a
birthday celebration
children’s party or other event
Please contact me to discuss
your requirements

cakes available include
fruit cake, variety of sponge cakes, swiss volls, tray bakes,
buns and many move decorvated as you wish

Several of my cakes hiave won first prize

at Sand FHutton Show
)
53 or all enquiries/orders
( J Please contact
i
( o ) Jane Bass

a0
&"#C‘o’}/j Tel: 07843 024 049 email: jane.bass@sky.com
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BRIAN FARRER

VILLAGE FARM
HIGH STREET
THORNTON-LE-CLAY
YORK
YO60 7TE

GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICE AND REPAIRS.
NEW AND USED MACHINE SALES

LAWN AND GARDEN MAINTENANCE UNDERTAKEN

TEL: 01653 618810
MOB: 07713349240 E-mail: diane@villagefarm45.fsnet.co.uk
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Stephenson & S‘oh, '

Bbulton & Cooper

AGRICULTURAL

ESTABLISHED 1871

- Ste)hensons

North Yorkshire's largest Estate Agents, Chartered Surveyors & Auctioneers
12 offices throughout the region dealing personally with your:-

e Property sales
» Property valuations
« Property lettings
e Antique sale &valuations
 Professional advice on land and property
» Agricultural valuations &advice

Call us now to get our first rate servicel

York Office Malton Office
01904 489 731 01653 692 151

Or visit our websites at:
www.stephenson.co.uk www.boultoncooper.co.uk
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